Classical Hodgkin lymphoma arising in the rectum.
We report a case of an 81-year-old immunocompetent Mexican man who underwent an abdominal-perineal rectal resection for a mass clinically thought to be carcinoma. Histopathologic diagnosis revealed classical Hodgkin lymphoma, nodular sclerosis type, involving the rectum. The diagnosis was confirmed by immunohistochemical studies that showed that the neoplastic cells were positive for CD15 and CD30 and negative for CD45 (LCA). In situ hybridization for Epstein-Barr virus small-encoded RNA was also positive in the neoplastic cells. Hodgkin lymphoma arising in the rectum of immunocompetent patients is rare, with only 12 cases (including this one) reported in the literature. Of these, the diagnosis was confirmed by immunohistochemical studies in only two cases, and this is the first case assessed and shown to be positive for Epstein-Barr virus.